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The foundation of the city El-Asnam (Orléansville)
and its urban development between 1843-1856
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Abstract: The creation of many military centers dedicated to the establishment
of the occupation army, from which the battalions departed to suppress the
Algerian resistance, was followed by the activity of the French occupation of
Algeria, and with the passing of time, most of these centers transformed into
settlement villages and then European urban style cities, including the city of
El-Assnam (Orléansville), It played a vital role in suppressing common
resistance in the Chlef Basin and subjugating its inhabitants after being built as
an army camp in the middle of Chlef. Despite the difficulties the army
encountered during its formation, its strategic position, halfway between Algiers
and Oran, and its proximity to the coast, in particular, especially the port of
Tennis, , and its historical significance as a station for a former Roman
settlement, as well as its economic signifiance as a fertile plain region that
provides a favorable climate for the agricultural revival and quick development
into a population center, and then into a city that was considered the capital of
the Chlef Basin area, was due to its industrial and commercial operation. The
railway that runs alongside it. The establishment of this city ushered in a
seismic shift in the region's geopolitical, economic, and urban environment.
Keywords: El-Asnam; Orleansville; Chlef; city; military camp;
Settlement center.
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Xavier Yacono, tome 2, op, cit, p78 : yjiuall
Pl
1. Xavier Yacono, la colonisation des plaines du Chélif (de Lavigerie au confluent de la mina), Tome 1,
imprimerie E.Imbert, Alger, 1955, p 59.---2. Niel Odilon, Géographie de I'’Algérie. Tom 1. Bone, 1876, p 85
3. Yacono, Tome 1, op, cit, p 59.----4 Niel Odilon, op, cit, p 85

5. Max Marchand, Petite géographie du département du Chéliff, société anonyme des Papeteries et imprimeries,

Oran, 1959, p 5.
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6 Barby, Jean-Marie, Notes et document pour servir a la topographie médicale d’Orléansville, 1854, Paris, p4
7. Max marchant, op, cit, p 2.----8. Barby, op, cit, p 4.----9.Max marchant, op, cit, p6.----10. Barby, op, cit, p 5
11 Niel Odilon, op, cit, p 82.
12. Victor Bérard, Indicateur général de I'Algérie —Description Géographique, Historique et statistique de
toutes les localités comprisses dans les trois provinces, bastide- libraire- éditeur, Alger, 1867, p 271
13. Niel Odilon, op, cit, p182 ; Victor Bérard, op, cit, p271.
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ca3silly s aill anbsll A5, a1 ¢ yall Juclow] 153 (1824-1816) yliadl 3 I yal buaid- L alidy ol Sie  ILi
1982, 35!
-- Vincent-Yves Boutin, Reconnaissance des villes, forts et batteries d’Alger1808, collections de documents
inédits sur I'histoire de I'Algérie aprés 1830, Paris, librairie ancienne honore champion,1927. P 72-73. — Xavier
.Yacono, Peut-on évaluer la population de I'Algérie vert 1830 ? In Revue africaine, T98/1954, pp277
LY ol Il cililae § shadl congs cuall 51 109 o« @Ludl suall Il aldy syl beolashl (e w3l 16
il Sl¥el delaaWs 2u3laid¥l ¢ Las¥l s aall ol 1380 1989 « Slzll (o liSU Apilagdl gl
51,00 :2010 .31 Ayl ulesz¥ aslally G Sl <(pid] bl i il3ll) oLetall
17. Saint-Arnaud, Lettres du maréchal de Saint-Arnaud, tome 2, Paris, Michel Lévy fréres Editeurs, 1864, p 2.
18. H. D'ideville, Memoirs of Marshal Bugeaud from his private correspondence and original documents,
1784-1849. P 68.----19. Barby, op, cit, p 4.----20. Ibid, p 3
21. Debia René Yves, Orléansville-Naissance et destruction d’une villesa résurrection, Alger, Edition Baconnier,
1955, p20.----22. Xavier Yacono, Tome1, op, cit, p211.212----23. Debia, op, cit, p20,p 21.
24.Yacono, Tome1, op, cit, p213.----25. ibid, p287, p 209 .----26. Ibid, p 212----27. Debia, op, cit, p 20.
28.Yacono, tome1, op, cit, p 212.----29. Ibid, p248.
30. Pontier Valenciennes, Souvenir de I'Algérie ou Notice sur Orléansville et Ténés, Librairie grand place, 1850,
p 3.----31. Debia, op, cit, p15.----32. Péllissier De Reynaud, Annales Algériennes, Tome 3, Paris, Librairie militaire,
1854, p 64.----33. Yacono, tome 1, op, cit, p 248.
34. Edmond Reisser, Castillum Tingitanum — L'occupation romaine et francaisedans le Chéliff -, le mutilé de
I'Algérie/ Journal des mutiles, réformes, blessé,veuves de guerre et anciens combattants, 5 janvier 1930, p89
Debia, op, cit, p18. : oz duzmidall Lillas jol gl <ol (A1 pguiliomis aglilunl Abgius e luady 35
36. Edmond Reisser, op, cit, p89 .----37. Debia, op, cit, p 17.----38 . H. D'ideville, op, cit, p 68.----39. Edmond Reisse.,
op, cit, p89 ----40.Yacono, Tome 2, op, cit, p73-----41. ibid, Tome1,p 248----42. Debia, op, cit, p27
AU AN s il 9393 duall gal Aamys 27 gz Ldnyd] Jled e § Slgia DB L pLudlls 098 Llasula 43
221, o < do¥) daidall 2008 (a5l
44 . Niel Odilon, op, cit, p183.----45. Saint Arnaud, op, cit, p4-----46. Yacono, tome1, p250.-----47. Saint Arnaud, op,
cit, p4-----.48 Pontier, op, cit, p7.----49. Pellissier de Reynaud, tome 3, op, cit, p64.----.50 Pontier, op, cit, p 4.
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51. Debia, op, cit, p 22

520 a cgla 1 3 el elise ) o3 « s ol AN ol e ylaog aLidl ols smas e . H. Diideville, op, citp
70.-----53 .. Pontier, op, cit, p 4-—-54. Ibid, p 7, p 8.----55. H. D'ideville, op, cit, p 71.----56 . Pontier, op,
cit, p 11-12.----57.. Debia, op, cit, p 28.----58 .Yacono, tome2, op, cit, p72.----59 . Pontier, op, cit,
p.8-----60 . H. D'ideville, op, cit, p 71.----61. Pontier, op, cit, p6.-----62. ibid ,p13.-----63. ibid, p

66. Pontier, op, cit, p11; Yacono, Tome2, op, cit, p79.----67. Yacono, Tome 1, op, cit, p 143.----- 68 . Pontier, op, cit, p
11.-----69. Yacono, Tome 1, op, cit, p 143.-----70 . Barby, op, cit, p8.-----71 . Saint Arnaud, op, cit, p3.

72 .Yacono, tome 2, op, cit, p73, p 80.----73 . Saint Arnaud, op, cit, p 3, p9.----74. Debia, op, cit, p25.-----75. ibid, p29.
76. ibid, p 29.-—--77 . Saint Arnaud, op, cit, p 4.----78 . Yacono, tome 2, op, cit, p72,p79 .1 3, G=lll ,las
79.ibid,p70.3 52 3 ‘5.'le|)£.§7 .----80. Barby, op, cit, p12.----81. Yacono, tome 2, op, cit, p 72, p 78.

82. Victor Bérard, op, cit, p272.-----83. Barby, op, cit, p12.-----84. Debia, op, cit, p29.----85. Yacono, tome 2, op, cit,

206. (o «@iledl yauall (oluille 95
96. H. D'ideville, op, cit, p
2,40 1849 sewns 308 (56 saall  yhull by 97
98. Victor Bérard, op, cit, p272.-----99. Ibid, p273 ; Octave tissier, Algérie, Paris, librairie de 'Hachette, 1865, p60.
100. Revue de génie militaire, mars 1931,39 année, tome 68, Librairie militaire Berger-Levrault, Paris, 1931, p 371.
101. Victor Bérard, op, cit, p275.-----102. .ibid, p 275.----103 .Yacono, tome1, op, cit, p285.-----104. Victor Bérard, op,
cit, p275.-----105 . Yacono, tome 2, p 72,p 74.-----106. Barby, op, cit, p13.-----107. Pellissier, tome3, op, cit, p153

117 Pélissier, op, cit, p 65.-----118. Saint Arnaud, op, cit, p 23.
2.0 71 adl 1919 419381 18 caradl (6232 suall « il 3y 119
120. H. D'ideville, op, cit, p72.00
240 1849 (il 30 .34 suall «;4ull 1242 0 1848 1338115 27 suall «,2ull 123
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